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Principal’s Message  

 

I would like to welcome you all to Northley Middle School for the 
2014-2015 school year. The past 15 months have presented us 
with many challenges that have resulted in a new look for North-
ley. While driving by the school, you might not be able to tell, but 
the bulk of the renovation has been completed; however, there are 
still are three areas of the school and a number of cosmetic and 
aesthetic pieces to complete. Though we were delayed in opening 
by a few days, the start of school went extremely well. We are 
aware that, as parents and guardians, you are concerned for the 
safety and security of your students.  
 
I want to assure you that your student’s wellbeing, academically 
and physically, is at the forefront of every discussion. There are a 
couple of items I would like to address that might ease some wor-
ry. First, all safety features, fire alarm and suppression systems, are 
fully operational. There was an issue the first two days with the 
bell and speaker system, which are not connected to the fire alarm 
system; however, those issues have been addressed. Next, lockers 
will be distributed by Friday, September 12th. Next, all interior 
work, with few exceptions, will be conducted after 3:30 PM or on 
the weekends. Finally, the three areas still needing work are sched-
uled to be completed by mid/late-October. We will continue to 
update you on the progress of the building as the year progresses. 
We thank you for your understanding and communication as the 
renovation draws to a close.  
 
As the majority of you know, Northley was designated as a Na-
tional School to Watch this past year for our dedication to Excel-
lence. That distinction is highlight of what our teachers do on a 
daily basis. I am ever so honored to serve this community along-
side a dedicated team of educators whose goal is the continued 
growth of your children. The middle grades can be an intimidating 
time for young people. They will be faced with many new, chal-
lenging, and exciting situations. The rigor of their education will 
become even more demanding. What they have known and expe-
rienced for five years in elementary is now transformed into some-
thing different and unfamiliar. This transformation will expand 
their world view and impact what they hold to be true. As they 
mature and tackle these road blocks, you will begin to observe 
changes in their friends, study habits, likes and dislikes. This can 
be concerning and troubling to parents; however, this is when they 
need us to work together like never before. Consequently, your 
partnership with us is critical while developing well-rounded and 
grounded students. Our desire is that your child will seek out new 
challenges and harness their energies into their academics, the arts, 
athletics, clubs, and service to the communi-
ty.  
 
Your student’s EXCELLENCE is our ulti-
mate goal. We look forward to partnering 
with you through this exciting time in your 
child’s life.       
 

L. J. Blair 

Principal 

lblair@pdsd.org 

ONE BOOK, ONE SCHOOL 
Unstoppable 

 
All students entering Northley Middle School in September of 
2014 read the book, Unstoppable by Tim Green, as one of 
their two summer reading books.   

 
As a foster kid in a cruel home, Harrison knows his dream of one day 
playing for the NFL is a long shot.  Then Harrison’s luck seems to 
change. He is brought into a new home with kind, loving parents. Harri-
son’s big build and his incredible determination quickly make him a star 
running back on the junior-high-school team. In no time, he’s practically 
unstoppable. But Harrison’s good luck can’t last forever. 

 
Former NFL defensive end Tim Green writes about what it takes to be a 
winner, even when it seems like fate has dealt an impossible hand. In-
spired by interviews with real-life cancer survivors and insider sports expe-
rience, this unforgettable story shows a brave boy who learns what it truly 
means to be unstoppable.  

 
One Book, One School 
creates a shared reading 
experience within the entire 
NMS community, provides 
a basis for thought-
provoking discussion, and 
offers opportunities for 
cross-curricular activities. 
The NMS Language Arts 
Department chose Unstop-
pable because of the char-
acter traits demonstrated 
throughout the novel, and 
we are asking our students 
to be courageous, resili-
ent, determined open-
minded, positive, and 
passionate in all that they 
do.  Each team will choose 
a student who demonstrates these traits as their Unstoppable 
Student of the Month.   Our school-wide theme for 2014-2015 is 
“We are Unstoppable!”  Students will be working on many 
activities related to Unstoppable and for starters will be completing 
a self-analysis asking them to list the traits that make them un-
stoppable!  What makes you unstoppable? 

Parking Lot Safety Reminders 

 Drop off and pick up in parking lot between NMS and the Administration building, 

only. 

 Enter and exit from Pancoast/Roberts, or Concord, directly adjacent to the Admin-

istration Building. 

 Please do not use the roadway directly adjacent to the side or front of the 

building. Please stay in the parking lot. 

 Please drive slowly— Our children's safety is at stake. 



 

A color version of this newsletter is available on our website: http://www.pdsd.org/nms/site/default.asp 

Page 2 NORTHLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL MONTHLY 

 Keep Up With Your Student’s Academic 
Progress 

 
Stay informed about your child's grades by doing one or all of the 
following: 
 
1. Have your child log into Pinnacle Internet Viewer and review 
grades together once a week. Use this time to discuss specific as-
signments, as well as any issues your child may be having at school.  
 
2. Log in yourself, often. Go to www.pdsd.org and select "Grades 
Online" on the left. Click "here" to enter Pinnacle Internet View-
er. Use your child's 6 digit student ID (0#####) and 8 digit birth-
day (mmddyyyy). Be sure to click on the grade for each class to see 
individual assignments.  
 
3. Sign up for weekly or daily emails. Once logged into Pinnacle 
Internet Viewer, click "email notification" on the left. Enter your 
email address and then follow 
the prompts. You can pick days 
and times to receive grades by 
email (ex: Every Friday by 4:00). 
You may also sign up to receive 
an email if your child's grade in 
any class drops below 
a number of your choice. 
  
Staying informed is key to help-
ing your child be successful in 
school. If you are having any 
trouble accessing grades online, 
contact your child’s Counselor. 

PBS at NMS 

The Positive Behavior Support (PBS) program is designed to encourage 
appropriate behavior through a positive reinforcement system. Students 
are expected to be RESPECTFUL, to be RESPONSIBLE, and to be 
SAFE (3-B's).  This year, Northley has adopted an initiative to reinforce 
and acknowledge the positive behaviors of our students. Northley is proud 
to present the "Viking Visa!"  
  
This year, replacing our Viking 200 club, students will be issued a visa card 
and earn credit for positive behaviors demonstrated in and around the 
school.  The cards will be carried by all students and can be redeemed for 
various rewards.  All teachers, bus drivers, and other Northley community 
members will be on the lookout for positive behaviors and to reward cred-
it.  Students will receive more information on the program over the next 
few months.  We at Northley are excited about the Viking Visa program 
and cannot wait to get it started.  

Fall Sports Practice and Pick-Up Schedule 
 At dismissal (2:55 pm) teams will be heading to the cafeteria.  

 Football and Girls Soccer leave first and head out to the Stadium (team room) to change (boys home, girls away).  

 At approximately 3:10 pm (10-15 minutes after the first group) Field Hockey and Boys Soccer follow same procedure.  

 Volleyball will meet in the lobby and proceed to the Nurse's Office to change and then wait for the bus to 
Pennell.   

 Boys and Girls Soccer will end practice at 5:00 pm. 

 Field hockey and Football will end practice at 5:10 pm. 

 Volleyball will end at Pennell at 5:15 pm.  

 Pick up for boys and girls soccer, field hockey, and football will be in the Northley parking lot by the plateau.  

 Pick up for volleyball will be at Pennell. 

 Thank you for your cooperation.  

http://www.pdsd.org
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6th grade 

Nicki Sayre 
nshepker@pdsd.org 
610-497-6300 ext 3355 

7th grade 

Kevin Siegel 
kseigel@pdsd.org 
610-497-6300  ext 3332 

8th grade 

Gina Yannarell  
gyannarell@pdsd.org 
610-497-6300  ext 3336 

Get to Know Your Guidance Counselors 

Transcript Policy 
Welcome Back! As an 8th grader, middle school coming is to an end, it’s time to start pre-
paring for high school! Even though the majority of our students continue on to Sun Val-
ley High School, some students choose to see what other schools have to offer! If you and 
your child are thinking about applying to another high school besides Sun Valley, please 
familiarize yourself our newly implemented and district approved 8th grade transcript poli-
cy. Our policy can be found on our guidance website under the “8th Grade Transcript Poli-
cy” tab. For more information, directions and forms, please visit http://www.pdsd.org/
Page/4840 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ms. Yannarell at 610-497-6300 x 3336 

or at gyannarell@pdsd.org. 

       

Keys to Success From Your Counselors 

Ways to kick off a great school year 

 Get enough sleep 
 Studies show that adolescents need 9 hours! 

 Eat breakfast 
 A full student is a more engaged learner 

 Be on time for school 
 Being on time and prepared is a key to success 

 Stay Organized 
 Lockers get messy! Make sure you keep it clean!! 
 Use your assignment book 
 Have a work station at home 
 Clean out your book bag weekly, but keep those important papers! 

 Get Involved 
 Join clubs and sports, it’s a great way to stay healthy and meet friends! 

 Don’t be Afraid to Ask for Help 
 We’re all here to help! Reach out to your counselors, teachers and  
 Administrators. 

Music News 
 
There will be an informational meeting for all parents of 
band and chorus students on Monday, September 15th at 7 
pm in the NMS cafeteria. Mr. & Mrs. Hazlett will be availa-
ble to address any questions as well as give out information 
regarding the department fundraiser. We hope you can at-
tend! 

   PTL Update 
 
NMS PTL Upcoming Events: 

 General Meeting— Wednesday, October 1 

 8th Grade Haunted Hayride – Fri October 10 – Ticket Sales TBA 

 6th & 7th Haunted Hallway – Fri October 17 – Ticket Sales TBA 

 Be sure to send in your Membership dues as soon as possible, Forms 
available in the office.  Be sure to include your email address for im-
portant PTL information! 

 Giant Bonuscard signups!  www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus  Register 
your bonus card to Northley Middle School ID# 03658 TODAY! 

 

mailto:nshepker@pdsd.org
mailto:kseigel@pdsd.org
mailto:gyannarell@pdsd.org
http://www.pdsd.org/Page/4840
http://www.pdsd.org/Page/4840
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Truancy:  Overview of Legal Responsibilities 
1. Student is absent—Absence is considered unlawful until School District receives a written acceptable excuse per District policy. 

2. If  3 calendar days pass after the absence with no excuse (or acceptable excuse per School District policy), the absence is permanently 

considered unlawful. 

3. School District personnel (principal/teacher in public/private school and private teacher (tutor)) are required to report cases of habit-

ual truancy (3 days, or equivalent, of unlawful absences without lawful excuse). 

4. If a student is absent 10 consecutive days, the School District must drop the child from active membership roll unless:                 

 a. a legal excuse is provided, or  

 b. the School District is pursuing compulsory attendance prosecution. 

5. Up to 10 cumulative lawful absences during a school year are permitted; all absences beyond the 10 day limit require a   

        physician's excuse. 

 

 

NMS Behavior Slips 
 
This year, all NMS teachers and teams are using the NMS Behavior Slip (green 
slips). These slips are a school-wide intervention tool, that was designed by our Posi-
tive Behavior Support Team. These slips were created in order to keep track of stu-
dent infractions throughout a five-day cycle ending each Wednesday.  If a student 
earns three or more slips in a five-day cycle for any of the following reasons noted 
on the slip, he/she will be required to serve a detention on Thursday afternoon from 
3:00-3:20 p.m. (students may take the late bus home) or Friday morning at 7:35 a.m. 
You will be contacted Thursday morning regarding the detention. Detentions will be 
used as a time to work on organization, reflect on behaviors, and re-teach expecta-
tions. Please discuss with your child about the importance of following the Viking 
Vision: Being Responsible, Respectful, and Safe. 

Every year, hundreds of Northley Middle School Students partici-
pate in the Sun Valley High School Homecoming Parade. This 
year, Homecoming will be held on September 26. If your student 
would like to participate, They must bring in a signed permission 
and expectation form. They will receive these forms the week of 
Homecoming. Students will meet at the Aston Community Cen-
ter by 5:30. 8th Graders get to ride in the float, 6th & 7th Graders 
walk behind the float. 

NMS Homecoming Float 
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Important Information Regarding Student’s Request to Ride a Different Bus 
 
At Northley, your child’s safety is always foremost in out thoughts. With that in mind, please follow the outlined procedure below when your child would 
like to ride a different bus than their assigned bus for that day: 

 The student must present a signed note from a parent/guardian to the office at the beginning of the school day requesting the 
bus change. 

 The note must include  the following: 
 -Child’s name wishing to ride a different bus 
 -Grade 
 -Parent/guardian contact information  
 -Name of the person and bus number of the person  in which they would like to ride 
These notes are to be turned in to the student’s first period teacher or to the welcome center at the beginning of the day.  The 
notes are then approved by an administrator and forwarded to transportation. Once approved, a copy of the note will be given to 
the student to present to the bus driver.  Failure to follow these procedures may result in the denial of your request. Notes that are submitted late in the 
day may not be approved.  

Eighth Grade Math Update 
 
Eighth grade math students started off the year by working 
as a team!  The students worked in groups to stack cups into 
different formations using only a rubber band and four 
strings.  Each team member had to pull their string just right 
in order for the cup to be picked up or released.  Students 
related this activity to the team work we do in school by cre-
ating a list of attributes of a good team.   

Join a Club! 
We encourage students to get involved at Northley. There are many opportuni-
ties to get involved! Below are a list of clubs and activities available to your child 
throughout the year. For a list of when clubs are held and locations of meetings, 
please check the weekly email. 
 
Student Council 
Northley Navigators 
Yearbook 
Art Club 
Reading Olympics 
Science Olympiad 
Environmental Club 
Skate Club 
Intramural Athletics Club 
Drama Club (school play, students must try out, look for info in December) 
Newspaper Club 
Energy Club (look for info about it later) 
 
If your child wants to get involved, just attend the meeting on the day it’s being 
held! Most clubs and activities are dismissed in enough time for students to catch 
the late bus! 
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From the Library Desk 
 
Welcome back! Many students took advantage of our summer Reading Counts library hours to take quizzes and check out books. If you 
came in during the summer to check out books, don’t forget to return or renew those items. 
If you still have any outstanding library fines from last year, please try to settle them so that you will be able to check 
out again in September. 
Our check-out policies are as follows:  

Students may borrow up to 2 items at a time.  
Books and audiobooks are due every 3 weeks, and may be renewed.  
Magazines are due 3 days from the check-out date, with no renewals.  

Students will be visiting the library regularly with either their Reading or English class. 
Students can check their own due dates by logging into Destiny (our library catalog) at school or at home. To access 
Destiny at home, go to Mrs. Coffman’s teacher page from Northley’s homepage, and look for the link to Destiny on the left side. Use 
your school computer login to view your account.  
As always, students will need to return overdue books before they may take new ones.There are no late fines for overdue books, but 
you will be asked to pay for a book if it gets lost or damaged.  Books that are 90 days late will be marked lost and a fine will be given to 
the student.  
Looking forward to sharing some fantastic new books and authors with all of Northley’s students, and to hearing about all the great 
books you’ve been reading. See you in the library! 
 
Jen Coffman, Librarian 
jcoffman@pdsd.org 

Insurance Options for Your Student 
 
Pennsylvania's Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is a state 
and federally funded program that provides health insurance to eligi-
ble uninsured children and teens. CHIP is available to all uninsured 
children and teens (up to age 19) regardless of family income. Eve-
ry uninsured child or teen that is not eligible for Medical Assistance 
can have comprehensive health insurance through CHIP.  Based on a 
family’s income, children can be enrolled in free CHIP, low-cost 
CHIP, or full-cost CHIP. Most families are eligible to receive CHIP at 
no cost, while others with higher incomes will have low monthly pre-
miums and copayments for some services.  
 
Please visit the following websites for information: 
 
http://www.pccy.org  
 
http://www.phlp.org  
 
http://www.upmchealthplan.com/upmcforkids/index.html  
 
You can apply for CHIP online via the COMPASS website: 
 
https://www.humanservices.state.pa.us/compass.web/CMHOM.aspx  
 

Northley’s guidance counselors can assist you in this process.  Please 

give your counselor a call if you have any questions. 

Free YMCA Membership to 7th Graders 
 
The YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity is proud to partner with the Pennsylvania 
State Alliance of YMCAs in promoting the 7th Grade Membership Initiative, 
which provides a FREE one-year membership to all 7th Graders in the area.  
As youth begin to face the many challenges of adolescence, they are more likely 
to begin distancing themselves from formal organizations, friends and family, 
and to experiment with unhealthy and illegal behaviors. The 7th Grade Mem-
bership Initiative is an opportunity for the Y to engage, cultivate and connect 
with youth at a time that is most crucial to their development. 
 
Since being launched in January 2010, more than 3,500 7th Graders have re-
ceived FREE memberships to the YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity. Registra-
tion for the program is easy. Students simply need to bring proof of 7th Grade 
status (a roster or report card), 
along with a parent or guardian to 
any location of the YMCA of Phila-
delphia & Vicinity.  
 
Upon completion of the application 
process, the FREE one-year mem-
bership will be awarded. 
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Seminar Update 
  
In 6th grade, Seminar students are about to begin their Tubing Unit Projects where their 
mission is to construct a contraption from tubes, cylinders, paper, pipe cleaners and tape 
to guide a marble down a course of their own design. This unit focuses on STEM and 
physics concepts.  In 7th grade, students are about to begin their Campaign Unit Projects, where they will learn about political cam-
paigns and work in groups to run their own campaigns for the Presidency of the United States. Our 8th grade Seminar class is gearing 
up to begin their Conspiracy and Codes Unit, where they will identify the perfect ingredients for a conspiracy theory and the psyches of 
those who create and believe them.  
 
In Seminar this month, students also practiced visual thinking strategies and dissected a TED talk by David Kwong titled: Two Nerdy 
Obsessions Meet. Kwong is a magician who creates illusions for films and TV. Try to solve one of his crossword puzzles for the New 
York Times here:  http://images.ted.com/images/ted/5316f5bd0024ca5bcf0f227a01fdf381b8476e19_855x1315.jpg  

Communications Update 
 
In  Communications we are creating 
commercials in 6th grade.  The 6th grade 
will be able to design their own product 
or an existing products.  7th grade will 
create parodies of music, commercials, 
and movies.  In 8th grade will be creating 
movies from original ideas or sequels to 
current movies. 

REMINDER! 
 
All students are to be in 1st Period by 8:15. Students 
not in 1st Period at that time will be marked Tardy. 
Cumulative Tardy Days turn into Truant Days. 
Please refer to the NMS Handbook for further  in-
formation on Tardy Days and Truancy. Infor-
mation can also be found on Page 10 of this News-
letter. 
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In Art, first marking period, 6th Graders are exploring the idea of personal identity through projects involv-
ing their names, personal totems, and symbols. 7th graders made Warm and Cool Name projects as an in-
troduction to color theory. 8th Graders are using descriptive words to create dynamic designs with radiating 
lines. We're looking forward to fall projects....Halloween, Dia de Los Muertos, and the falling leaves inspire 
a warm color palette and rich art experiences! 

Art is Always in Season  at Northley!Art is Always in Season  at Northley!Art is Always in Season  at Northley!   

http://images.ted.com/images/ted/5316f5bd0024ca5bcf0f227a01fdf381b8476e19_855x1315.jpg
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From The Nurse’s Desk 
 

Welcome back! 

 

If  your child needs to take prescription medication during school hours, please review Penn Delco School Dis-

trict's medication policy as outlined below.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Mrs. Saun-

ders, RN, at 610-497-6300, extension 3338.   

 

PENN-DELCO SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL PROCEDURES 

 If medication must be given during school hours, whether it is prescribed or over the counter, parents must 
comply with the following Penn-Delco procedures. 

 The medication must be accompanied by a physician’s written request, which includes the student’s name, 
diagnosis, medication dosage, how administered and time to be given. 

 Medication must be in an original labeled pharmacy container with the student’s name, name of medication, dosage and date.  
(Pharmacies, upon request, usually provide a labeled “school” container.)  Medication not in an original labeled pharmacy container will 
not be administered. 

 Medication that is ordered “3 times/day” can usually be administered at breakfast, upon return from school and at bedtime. Unless the 
medication is specifically ordered at mealtimes, there would be no need to administer it during school hours. 

 Parent/guardian must provide the medication to the nurse/aide or to District personnel. 

What is the Student Assistance Program (SAP)? 
 
SAP is a systemic process using techniques to mobilize school resources to remove barriers to learning. The core of the program is a professionally 
trained team, including school staff and liaisons from community alcohol and drug and mental health agencies.  SAP team members are trained to identify 
problems, determine whether or not the presenting problem lies within the responsibility of the school and to make recommendations to assist the stu-
dent and the parent.   When the problem lies beyond the scope of the school, the SAP team will assist the parent and student so they may access services 
within the community.  The student assistance team members do not diagnose, treat or refer to treatment; but they may refer for a screening or an assess-
ment for treatment.  

 
There are four phases to the student assistance process: 

 
Referral - Anyone can refer a student to SAP when they are concerned about someone’s behavior -- any school staff, a student’s friend, a family mem-
ber or community member.  The students themselves can even go directly to the SAP team to ask for help.  The SAP team contacts the parent for 
permission to proceed with the SAP process.  

 
Team Planning – The SAP team gathers objective information about the student’s performance in school from all school personnel who have con-
tact with the student.  Information is also collected from the parent.  The team meets with the parent to discuss the data collected and also meets with 
the student. Together, a plan is developed that includes strategies for removing the learning barriers and promoting the student’s academic and person-
al success to include in-school and/or community-based services and activities.  

 
Intervention and Recommendations – The plan is put into action.  The team assists in linking the student to in-school and/or community-based 
services and activities.   The team might recommend a drug and alcohol or mental health assessment.   

   
Support and Follow-Up – The SAP team continues to work with and support the student and their family.  Follow-up includes monitoring, mentor-
ing, and motivating for academic success.   
 

It is the parent’s right to be involved in the process and to have full access to all school records under the applicable state and federal laws and regula-
tions.  Involvement of parents in all phases of the student assistance program underscores the parents’ role and responsibility in the decision–making 
process affecting their children’s education and is key to the successful resolution of problems. 
 
The student assistance process is based upon state guidelines, professional standards and policies, and procedures adopted by the local school board of 
directors.  Professional training for team members in all phases of the student assistance process, which is consistent with state guidelines and conducted 
by a Commonwealth approved training provider, is required to ensure the appropriateness of the recommended services, effective interagency collabora-
tion and compliance with state and federal laws protecting the privacy rights of parents and students. 
 
Remember, anyone can make a referral. If you know of a student or family in need, please contact one of the guidance counselors. Your referral will re-
main anonymous. 
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Attendance Policy Reminder 
Attendance 
Since the material present within the classroom is an integral part of any course, students are expected to be present daily and to participate 
actively in class. 
 
Arrival and Departure 
Students should be in their classroom for attendance by 8:15 a.m. prepared with needed materials to start the day. Please try to arrive at school 
by 8:05 a.m.  Once on school grounds, students may not leave the school grounds for any reason unless excused by a building administrator. 
ALL STUDENTS MUST LEAVE THE PREMISES AFTER SCHOOL UNLESS UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A FACUL-
TY MEMBER.  If students meet with a teacher after school, participate in athletics, or other school activities, they should take their books, 
coats, etc. with them so that they can leave school immediately upon conclusion of the activity.  All students must exit the building by the front 
doors.  STUDENTS MAY NOT LEAVE SCHOOL GROUNDS AT THE END OF THE DAY AND THEN RETURN TO RIDE THE 
LATE BUS OR ASSOCIATE WITH OTHER STUDENTS, ETC. Also, students are NOT to be on Sun Valley High School property unless 
given prior permission from an administrator. 
 
Early Dismissal 
A student that requires an early dismissal must have a written request from the parent/guardian.  The note must include the student’s full name, 
grade, date, time and reason for the early dismissal, a parent’s signature, and a telephone number at which the parent can be reached.  The note 
must be given to the homeroom teacher or brought to the office at the beginning of the school day.  Students requesting an early dismissal for a 
doctor or dentist appointment are to bring a doctor or dentist’s note with their early dismissal note or when they return to school from the ap-
pointment. 
Parents must report to the Welcome Center in order for a student to be released for an early dismissal.  The parent/guardian must sign out their 
student in the sign-out book at the Welcome Center.   Upon return to school the same day, the parent/guardian must sign the student back into 
school.   It is the responsibility of the student to contact teachers to make up missed work. 
 
Excused Absences 
The School Code of Pennsylvania provides that everyone between the ages of eight (8) and seventeen (17) must attend school.  The only legal 
excuses for absences are personal illness, quarantine, death of an immediate family member or family trips of an educational nature. 
When a student is ill, parent /guardian may call the office at 610-497-6300 X3339 and may leave a voicemail message on the machine prior to 9 
a.m.   The phone call must be followed by a written note that must be turned in within 3 days of the student returning to school.  The note 
should include the student’s full name, grade, reason and date of absence and a parent/guardian signature.  The note must be given to the stu-
dent’s homeroom teacher and sent up to the office at the beginning of the school day.  Notes may also be faxed, or emailed to nmsab-
sence@pdsd.org.  Failure to phone the school and bring in a written note will result in an unexcused absence and may lead to truan-
cy proceedings. 
 
An excused absence is counted as an absence.  All absences are considered unexcused until a parent/guardian or doctor’s note is received 
in the office. 
 
 
 

Truancy:  Overview of  Legal Responsibilities 
1. Student is absent—Absence is considered unlawful until School District receives a written acceptable excuse per School Distric 

policy. 

2. If  3 calendar days pass after the absence with no excuse (or acceptable excuse per School District policy), the absence is per-

manently considered unlawful. 

3. School District personnel (principal/teacher in public/private school and private teacher (tutor) are required to report cases of 

habitual truancy (3 days, or equivalent, of unlawful absences without lawful excuse). 

4. If a student is absent 10 consecutive days the School District must drop the child from active membership roll unless:                 

 a. a legal excuse is provided, or  

 b. the School District is pursuing compulsory attendance prosecution. 

5. Up to 10 cumulative lawful absences during a school year are permitted; all absences beyond the 10 day limit require a   

        physician's excuse. 

 

mailto:nmsabsence@pdsd.org
mailto:nmsabsence@pdsd.org
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The Penn-Delco School District believes that students should be well groomed and neatly attired at school and at school functions. 

The PDSD School Board (#221) strongly believes that a dress code will help to: 

 Establish and maintain a more positive atmosphere conducive to education. 

 Instill student discipline. 

 Eliminate peer pressure dealing with student attire. 

 

The School Board policy will be implemented throughout the school year.  If a student’s dress is deemed distracting, disrup-

tive, disrespectful, revealing, or unsafe, appropriate discipline will follow.   

Dress Code Policy Reminder 

Jackets and Coats Students are not permitted to wear outer jackets and coats in school. All students 

should leave their outer coats in their lockers upon arrival. No hoods may be worn 

up while in the building. 

  

Head wear (hats, scarves, bandannas, 

etc.) 

All hats, scarves, bandannas etc. are to be removed upon entering the building and 

left in lockers during the school day. Hoodies may not be worn with the hoods up. 

  

Footwear Footwear must have backs. Students are not permitted to wear flip-flops, slides, or 

slippers. 

  

Apparel, Jewelry, Grooming may not be 

distracting, disruptive, disrespectful, re-

vealing, or unsafe. 

Clothing that espouses violence, hatred, prejudice, depicts alcohol or drugs, or is 

found to be offensive such that it creates the risk of disruption is prohibited. 

For example, chained wallets and spiked jewelry are not permitted. 

  

Fashions 
Students are not permitted to wear ex-

treme fashions (bare midriffs, halter tops, 

tube tops, tank tops, short-shorts etc.) and 

clothing that has holes, tears, rips, etc. 

  

Undue attention to an individual’s dress 

which detracts from the seriousness of the 

instructional process must be avoided. 

Students must wear shirts that cover their shoulders and midriffs. (Shoulder straps 

must be a minimum of three fingers wide). 

 

Students are not permitted to wear shirts that expose cleavage. 

 

No short-shorts or short-skirts are permitted. A good rule of thumb is when the 

student stands up with arms fully extended downward the skirt or shorts should 

reach the fingertip. 

 

Students’ pants must be worn at or above the waist. Excessive baggy-style pants 

that expose areas below the waist are not permitted. 
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Sept 15: Chorus & Band Parent Meeting. 7:00—
Cafeteria 
Sept 16: Back to School Night. 6:30 
Sept 26: SVHS Homecoming Parade—6:00 Aston Com-
munity Center 
Sept 30: 10:48 Dismissal—In-Service for Teachers 

Oct 1: PTL General Meeting -  6:30 p.m. in Library 
Oct 3: Progress Reports Mailed 
Oct 4: Aston Township Community Day Parade 
Oct 10: Halloween Hayride (8th Grade Only)  
Oct 17: Halloween Hayride (6th & 7th Grade Only)  
 

Important Dates 

 

6th Blue & Gold  
The transition from elementary school has 
been smooth and students are learning class-
room expectations and setting goals for a suc-
cessful year. 6th Grade begins with a variety of 
activities to become familiar with Northley, 
such as tours and learning to open lockers.  
 
Social Studies classes start the year with an in-
troduction to history and geography, studying 
the oceans and continents, as well as what it 
means to study the past. Young Scientists de-
velop skills such as measurement and making 
observations in preparation for studying Earth 
Science this year. In math, students explore and 
utilize a variety of number models to develop 
an understanding of ratios. In English , stu-
dents explore their creativity by writing short 
stories. Students become familiar with the 12 
Powerful Words in reading class. On the first 
day of school, all students receive an assign-
ment book. Assignment books must be used in 
all classes. This is a great way to help you stay 
organized all year. We want everyone to have a 
great 2014-2015 school year!    
 
Please contact any of your child’s classroom 
teachers at any point to discuss any concerns.  

 
7th Blue & Gold 

In English, students explored the five stages of 
the writing process and became familiar with 
the five scoring domains.  They soon begin 
their first 50 point work: the personal narra-
tive.  Students studied nouns, including identi-
fying different kinds of nouns, as well as the 
useful skill of identifying noun suffixes.   

 
In Reading, students delved into the life of 
Harrison, the main character of  Unstoppa-
ble.  Character traits, such as resiliency, cour-
age, and strength have been emphasized, and 
students are encouraged to think about what 
makes them “unstoppable!” Also, students are 
working on giving their first speech, and have 
been honing their nonfiction reading skills.   

 
In Social Studies, student study American his-
tory from colonization through the Civil 
War.  They analyze primary and secondary 
sources to look at history from multiple points 
of view and to draw conclusions about what 
has happened in the past. Students are current-
ly studying the world before the opening of the 
Atlantic.  This gives them the background they 
need to understand the various cultures which 
came together to form the United States.   

Math classes have been working in the More or 
Less Unit.  As a reminder, Mathematics in Con-
text builds on students’ existing knowledge, 
uses real world context to develop math con-
cepts, and incorporates mathematical models to 
support learning (charts, graphs, etc). Multiple 
strategies and representations cater to students’ 
individual learning styles, while the real world 
context motivates students and supports learn-
ing of complex mathematics.  Students have 
been collaborating with their peers and it has 
been exciting to watch!  Please remember that 
the book is online for you to access any-
time.  Students have been given the log-in in-
formation and it can also be found on the math 
teacher’s webpage.   
 
In Science, students are learning about the na-
ture of science and how scientists do science. 
Already, students saved Fred from a disaster. 
We’re sure they’d be happy to tell you how they 
did it.  With our new science program, students 
will think and act like scientists to solve many 
problems and to grow as scientists. 
 
Below are suggestions to help parents work 
with their students at home:  

 Read the problem; this is the first step to-
ward a solution. 

 Ask questions: Do you understand what the 
problem is asking? How did you do this in 
class? Do you have all of the information 
that you need? 

 Review the pages before the problem for 
clues to the solution or process 

 Look at the section summary; this provides a 
review of the section 

 Look at class notes for samples done in class 

 Reread the entire section and work through 
the problems with your student 

 Tests/quizzes Review each section summary 
and rework the problems if necessary 

 Check for vocabulary and understanding of 
the words, symbols 

 Read over class notes and homework 
 

8th Blue & Gold 
In Spanish class, students learn to introduce 
themselves and others. They began the prelimi-
nary chapter that address topics such as the 
Spanish alphabet and its sound system, num-
bers 1-30, and basic greetings.  
 
In Science, students learn how to handle un-
known substances. They work with physical 
and chemical properties to identify those sub-

stances. This year, there is a heavy emphasis on 
communication of their ideas, both through 
verbally, and in writing.  
 
In Reading, students are reading a nonfiction 
article in connection to their summer reading 
book, Unstoppable.  Next, they  review the 
elements of fiction & read the short story 
“Flowers for Algernon”. 
 
In English, students demonstrate their writing 
skills through a summer reading writing assess-
ment.   They  work to address common areas 
for improvement.  They next begin the Narra-
tive Unit, where they evaluate writers’ tech-
niques for creating suspense and then incorpo-
rate them into their own writing.  
 
In Financial Literacy, students made silhouettes 
as a way to introduce themselves to the teacher 
and their peers. Students traced their profiles, 
paging through magazines, cutting out pictures 
and pasting them onto their silhouette. Each 
student presented their story to their respective 
class – they shared who they are and some 
things they enjoy. In September students on 
Marketing and sales. 
 
Communication students use iPads to make a 
variety of movies to represent their knowledge 
of different media. 
 
In Language Arts/Read 180, students are fo-
cusing on “One Book, One School” while set-
ting their expectations for the class. They offi-
cially begin their program in October, following 
a similar format to previous years, and build 
upon what they have already learned this year.  
 
Social Studies classes are learning about "what 
kind of smart" they are by taking and scoring 
Multiple Intelligence quizzes. Students are find-
ing out what this means in terms of how to 
study, the things they enjoy, and the way they 
learn best.  The value of the traditional and non
-traditional learners was emphasized through a 
Lost on the Moon activity, where they came 
together to reach a consensus on a complex 
problem.  Students are brushing up on their 
geography skills, by studying the United States 
political map.  Following a review of the Civil 
War, we began our Unit on Reconstruc-
tion.  Please check to make sure your student 
has a college ruled composition book (no 
spiral or wide ruled please), a pocket folder 
for class, color pencils, and tape each day.   
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2801 Concord Rd 
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